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C PY of tw Dublin editioc of: the fol- 
amg very intereſtin g Charge, delivered 
by a zealous and worthy Prelate of the Church 
of Ireland, to the Clergy of his Dioceſe, having 


hed England, che cbntents of it appeared to 


ſome Clergymen here, to be ſo pertinent, ſeal 4 


ſonable, and apoſtolic, „that application was 


made to his Lordſhip, for permiſſion to have | 
an edition printed in London, in a hope that, 5 
under God's blefling, it might be made inſtru- 


mental to the furtherance of thoſe good pur- 
poſes, for which it is evidently calculated, 


within limits more extenſive HOY the Dioceſe | 


of . or the Iriſh Church, 
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- "This application to the Biſhop having ob- 
- tained his Lordſhip's conſent, the Charge is 
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| . Head of the Church, that the well timed and 

pious exhortations of this venerable Prelate may 
: 3 be followed 4 by extentive uſefulneſs; © Parts " 
* the Charge a 


5 Pr 1 Ireland ; 18887 even 2 parts. 5 


pear to be calculated, chiefly for 


as well ſuited. neee, cut th ee 
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LORD BISHOP OF _— 


My Lows. 


WI the Clergy 67 the Dioceſe of Offory, aMembled at your 
Lordſhip's Viſitation held on the 25th of Auguſt laſt, beg 
leave, a ſecond time, to expreſs our lively ſenſe of your Lordſhip's 


_ earneſt attachment to the good of the eſtabliſhed Church of this 


kingdom; and of the affectionate and paternal care, with which, 
as a faithful Guardian, you are watchful for the welfare of the * 
Dioceſe, over which you preſide. 5 5 
The additional experience of twelve Months, which 1 
paſſed fince our laſt General Meeting, has ſerved to juſtify the 
Sentiments your Clergy early entertained of the Extent of your 
_ Abilities, qualifying you to inſtruct them—and the Excellence of | 
your Heart, prompting you to promote their welfare. 
We ſhould be unjuſt to your Lordſhip, and wanting to our 
own F eelings, if we omitted this opportunity of thanking you 
for the inſtitution of thoſe Lectures in Goſpel knowledge and 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, in the proſecution of which, your Lord- 
ſhip has teſtified ſuch unremitted Induſtry and Zeal; and from 
which, - thoſe of us who are in your Vicinity, have derived ſuch | 
' conſiderable Information and Inſtruction. The able diſcharge of 
this laborious Duty, which you have impoſed upon yourſelf, 
added to the ſatisfaction of thereby enſuring to the Dioceſe, a 
more learned and enlightened Clergy, at an Era when their Ex- 
ertions ſeem to be moſt wanted, muſt prove to your Lordſhip a 
ſource: of more laſting pleaſure, and ſolid conſolation, aa; any 
thanks which we can beſtow. by : 
The Charge which your Lordſhip A to us contains ſuch 
_ aweight of matter for our inſtruction, and beſpeaks in your Lord- 
- ſhip ſuch an honeſt intereſt in the welfare of the Church and ſin- 
cere concern for the character and conduct of 3 its ee Ju 
e „ AS 8 = we 


N EY 
0 we dot "i Hatisfied merely with your Loeddais 5 1 of ĩt 
5 W i but ous that you will be pleaſed to N 


1 


CLE = 


dd "We have the Honour to 1 5 
eh : Your Lorthip's moſt — 
15 and obedient Servants, | 
7 or the Clergy of the Diocefe of Ofery, 
| — cee. MADDEN, Vieas, e 
| Sept = _ 5 


de Horſe, September ad, 17 96. ; 
* Revenzny Sis, 3 | 
wy muſt beg the favour of you to return my 1 Acknow-⸗ 
ledgements to the Clergy of the Dioceſe of Offory, for the very 
kind and flattering Addreſs, which you have tranſmitted to me. 
To find that I have in any degree, anſwered the favourable ex- 
| peQations they were pleaſed to conceive of me, and that I have 
given them Satisfaction by my humble Endeavours 1 in the diſ- 
charge of my Duty, I receive as a recompence, next in value to 
What they and I muſt ever confider - as our firſt Object, and onlx 
Reward. | 
The Charge 1 fhall get printed, as I defire,” When i it ſhall | 


5 appear that it has been given to the Public at their particular 


Deſire, they will have ſhewn to the World, and to their Brethren, 
that they, alſo, are in earneſt; that they conſider the Times, as 5 
calling upon all, who are engaged 1 in the Miniſtry, for more than 
ordinary Exertions; and that every Undertaking that profeſſes to 
hy ſupport the Credit, and promote the Uſefulneſs of their Holy Pro- 
feſſion, is certain to meet their moſt _ Approbation and 
zealous Concurrence. „ . Ts 
„„ J am, 1 . PS ITY 
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1 EN I laſt ay: you; thüs aſſem- 


VV © bled together, the circumſtances under 
Which we met, and the diſtutbed ſtate of the 
' Chriſtian world, neceffatily held a princip 
place, in the communications that paſſed be- 
tween us. Another year has elapſed, and the 
proſpect, inſtead of brightening, or aſſuming a 
mote encouraging appearance, is become ſtill 


more gloomy and diſpiriting. OY Fi 4 


1 


LEES 


* A 


im to fill the earth with violence, rapine, 
nd loodſhet; d. Commiſſioned as they appear to 
. N ; | * A 4. 1 18 | be, 


Be we look abroad, the deſpiſers of the name 
God, and the apoſtates from his truth, con- 


. 


< 


A 


* 


|  _ they extend, from day to day, the- 


circle of their acquiſitions, and of their atro- 
cities. The faith of Jeſus Chriſt, his church, 


his miniſters, 3 whatever has a referenge to our 


inſtitutes, our eſtabliſhment, our influence, con- 
tinue to be among the- firſt objects of their 
exterminatigg: fury and in prefecuting their 
_ gigantic plan of changing the face of the earth, 
ande inthoduicing a new ofder of things, -fub- 
verſive of whatever the world has hithefto moſt = 
reverenced, as connected with religion, morals, 
and civilization, -they--eonfider- i it an eſſential 


ee to _—_ the * of 8 
and to free the JAHIONE 


c ing . we . en the eite, 


3 5 11 this my faftion. checked by the vigi- 


the goyernment, and overawed by 
the energy and wholeſome ſeverity of the 5 
legiſlature. But although the ſpirit may be 
ſuppreſſed, Who can flatter himſelf that it is 
ſubdued? Watchful of every circumſtance 
chat could hold out the moſt diſtant proſpect - 
of ſucceſs to their cauſe, theſe internal enemies 
of our Con ſtitution and eſtabliſhment have ne- 
ver ceaſed to tread, as cloſely, as their opportu- | 


Wiel ould: e in the oſteps. of men, to 


— ſ 
SQ - K YO 1 | ho q | 


1s 
e in guilt * ntu! 


5 k 
— : % : . 
; ; | p | "y 


. tho look” 8 of envy. As cu 


bave atied- they have changed their conduct; 
their object they have never relinquiſhed. De- 

| tected, proſcribed; in ſome inſtances puniſhed, 
they have been compelled to lay afide the tone 

of menace, and to abandon their plans of open 
violence, and avowed rebellion : But they have 
only become the more active and indefatigable 
in all the arts of covert treaſon, and ſecret: con- 
ſpiracy ; ; and in an hour, which threatened | 
ce to fill the land with mourning and woe, we 
ſaw them attempt, what they deem the ſab- 
limeſt virtue of their ſyſtem, and raiſe their ſa- 
7 2 hands e the * oh our © belt 


— 


Bak me Hom the pſu idee of God, 
| to which we have been witneſſes, fince our laſt ' 
meeting - and ſuch is the ſtate of things, which 


once more forces itſelf on our nnn 5 


9 ; , * : E 1-1 8 
r . e N 
* „ gr 


na Among 3 calumnies, with koh this 
miniſters of the goſpel are indiſcriminately 
loaded in theſe days, when even they, who do 
not openly profeſs infidelity, manifeſt the moſt 
torpid indifference to the intereſts of religion, 
and are forward to depreſs the character of its 
teachers, is that of makin 8 their profeſſion 


ee . - . | ſubſer- 


\ 


. 1 10 
jent to any: ts foe myſelf, ahn 

imputation 2 u will diſelaim it; and, I 
am perſuaded, that I could not more effectually 


4 defeat the ſalutary purpoſes which I propoſe to 
myſelf in addreſſing you this day, than by letting 
vou ſuppoſe, for a moment, that I could deſcend 


to mix politics with the objects of your meet- 
ing. No; I have ſomething very different in 


view when I call your attention to the unhappy 
circumftances of the times, and a few words 
will peo; to n. a ee e ee 


1.4% 
ja 


Under the 0 MT * the divine 


” ape, ſo obviouſly extended over a guilty 
world, our pious and religious ſovereign called 


upon us, ſome months back, to aſſemble his 
people, and to exhort them to humble them- 


_  flves with him, before the throne of offended 


® juſtice. Human judgment and human inge- 
nuity, the wiſdom and the experience of Man, 
had exhauſted all their reſources. © Bending be- 


fore the inſcrutable decrees of God, and ſeeing 


his hand, viſibly, bared before them, and con- 


trouling | all the efforts of their policy, they, 


"who, in all things elſe, are gifted to rule che 
world when it is wildeſt, confeſſed at length, 
21 * that the e humbling of the rnan of the _ 


5 * See the laſt Form of Prager. 


"who 


| c mT 7 
„ who”thid" lifted: up his banners againſt „ 
% Moſt Highs” muſt be the work of the Moſt 
0 High” alone. Tbey au the traces of his wrath, 
in the dearth and in the famine. They ſaw 
them in the peſtilence, where epidemic diſeaſes 
conſumed their troops, and the climates ſeemed 
to de in league with their ferocious enemies *. 
They heard his voice in the winds, 'controuling 


. Their: commands, and forbidding; as it were, 


their fleets and their armies to carry their plans 
into effect; they heard it in the ſhouts of tri- 
umphant wickedneſs, inflicting, at once, and 
ſuffering the ſevereſt viſitations, with which the 
Supreme Ruler, in his wrath, could puniſh his 
guilty and impenitent creatures. All this they 
ſaw, and all this they acknowledged; and the 
miniſters of religion were called upon to unite 
with the governors, and with the people in 
prayers, and ſupplications, and faſtings, that the 


1 judgments ſo juſtly provoked by our ſins, might 


be withdrawn. We obeyed the call. We pro- 
claimed the faſt. We aſſembled our ſeveral 
congregations. From our pulpits were heard, 
| through every part of the land, the moſt fervent | 
and earneſt exhortations to a dutiful ſenſe of 
2 22 our Es in this time * our viſitation; 3 to 0 


* „ Alluding ade mortality Wi the troops in che Welt 5 
Indies, and the ſingular circumſtances — the failing 
of admiral Chriſtian' s fleet. | . 8 

"Mb 5 univerſal 


A M I ; 
a ſal-repentance and univerſal reform, to 
«+ the putting away all ungodlineſs and ſinful 
< lofts, and to the holding faſt the col 
of our faith in purity. of heart and mind. 
ba while we thus exhorted the people com- 
taitted to our charge, how did we, for ourſelves, 
attend to the awyful injunction? What enquiry 
did we inſtitute into the ſhare of the general 
pollution, that might have entered into the ſanc- 
tuary? How far did each of us, for himſelf, 
confider what part he might have had in the 
national iniquity, that provoked the national pu- 
niſhment ? or partaken in the guilt of thoſe 
1 of whom the holy prophets of old com- 
plained, that they alſo bad violated the law, and 
prupbaned holy things ; that they not only put 
1 ene themſelves, ani in their ow-n con- 
5 ween the holy and the prophane, between 
ue hits and the unclean, but that they ſhewed it 
not io others; deſerving to be made baſe 0 8 
| Zemptible before the people; that they ſhow! 
—_— Paper. and that e Jlooks Should be 


58. 


Whit a | principal ſhare the ans an- vices of 
me prieſthood have in drawing down the ven- 
geance of God upon a degenerate people, and 
2 provoking 1 national pun hment, T hold it unne- 


oy to remind vou. 1 you could. not col- 
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1 it ng the nature. of the thing ifelf, 95: 
and from the neceſſar . procedure of the divine 
'@conomy,. the proofs 
you from the hiſtory of that people, whole r. re- 


cords have been preſerved to us, in order that 


from the conduct of God towards them, we = 1 


might learn the general character of his moral 
government. In thoſe records we find the 
vices and diſorders of the prieſts nd 17 in 8 pro- 
pbets, uniformly ben as he cauſe at 
once and the proof of the laſt ſtage of inſuffer- 


able corruption. If the land of Aae! had be- 


| come. ripe | for puniſhment at the period of thoſe 
| _ captivities, which preceded and accom panied the 
deſtruction of the-firſt temple, and of the eit | 


* 


of Jeruſalem, , the. principal cauſes of it are de- 


clared by the inſpired writers, to have. been, 


L that. both prophet. and proce. were  prophane. 


Ti heir wickedneſs Was "found i in the houſe of the 
Lord. The prieftc. violated the law, and Pro- | 


; phaned holy things 5 they faid n0t where 7s tbe 
Lord? and. though they handled the. lau, they 
new him not, but tranſgreſſed againſt him, and 

walked. after. thrags. that did not projper. The 
Po Heß berds fed themſetves ; 3 . they ate the fat , and they 

clothed themſelves with the wool, but they, fed not : 
15 the flock, Their calamity WAS, therefore, in- 


1 in the calamity of thoſe who are declared 
to haye e A through their fault. 
Ss FO 


PE 


of it muſt be familiar 1 to So 


1 
Tut fa 4 530 120 Jo 50 4 . % W bo ha 
that. red. m y 60 Rr.” * : ſeattered : my 7 
ave. bay; 71 . F will viſit 
you 7 tk 'of your demgs. 5 10 will „ retch 
pon the e "the land, , 7 
even unto the greateſt, every 
a 2 To verouſnejs ;, and "from the prophet 
2 12555 5 713 | "5 # 
Gen unto Fe Fe ane dealeth falſe. 7 
Babe Veen olly in 1 2 . 77 
5 Propbe, ed 7 in Baal, 2 
err. *. have ſeen a 
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them unto ine as Bodom, o nd the inhabitants 


T5 9 f = Wag F987 | | 
| thereof a as, Gomorrah. Dre adful denunciations ! * 
and th Y ey were as Kdt accom pliſbed. How 


J r 


much more : are they to be a Lond? from n 


x 


fimilar corruption, under that pure and perfe bc 
A enſation, in oe we ferve 8 e 


oF 
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— can we better promote the objects 
6 0 8 ling this day, than by enquiring 
how far we may have to dread our having fallen 
into that corruption? The object of our aſſem- 
bling this day, is not merely to inſtitute a few 
formal enquiries, or to conform to an eſtabliſhed ; 

; cuſtom, that has loſt all its life, energy and uſe. 
We come to theſe annual * for mutual 
 ctſicntion, 


Pith the people. . We muſt do bo win duk 
| og. lie is the firſt opportunity of 10 


6 3 
edification, and mutual aſſiſtance. In their main 
def ign, they imp. ſe an indiſpenfa able oblig ation 


fl. che biſhop s, © 0 give ſuch inſtructions to the 


clergy « of his belt collectively, as the fad 


line of their N or rthe jr an a 


8 


difficult and delicate taſk, mug be ever "to 1 n 
a matter of the livelieſt folicitude. T have felt 


it ſo, particularly, Looking to this our preſen ft 


meeting. It falls on a moment of difficulty 41 | 
danger, ſuch as we have never "known. | we 
; muſt rouſe ourſelves to meet the Erifis. | Tt re- 


quires a rougher exerciſe, and A Teverer diſcipline, 


096 . 


we have been accuſtomed to practiſe in the 


| to ſtrengthen and brace our nerves for it, chan 


ſeaſons of calc, and quiet, and lafety, which w 


1 1 


have f ſo long enjoyed. Tze Lord hat, evidently, 
a controverſy with us. Our pleadings muſt 1 not, 


therefore, be as in the days, when we were at 


eaſe 1 in Zion, and fretched on couches, and chanted 


— * oY 


70. the und of the vil. "We muſt tift up. Y e. 5 


Voices like 1 trum ets; ; to awake from travlgte (ions, 
ani t a tho horou zh. ſenſe of Sur fate.” We ny 


Ps 


d-/ 2.5 4 


meeting together fince the general humiliation, 


Let us avail ourlelves of it, to enter into tha 


| brick and rigorous examination of our own lives 


fefſion i in f be Abe. g many fen 


= U 16 1 
conduct, which we the wr & garneſtly > 
ded. to others. This th he world expects 


1 


from us. This, in i my dd to N lect ome 
1 worthy of the time and tlie occaſion, h 
to wy to be the maſt fitting and £2 


HI e 


> g us. iS truſt you. will. agree with 
0 vou will Prepare yourſe ely ves to 1avs 
d before you, as men w who are | in carne 15 co . 


1210 141911 


1 Who, as they wiſh to deliver. truths, w 


5; £3; 


a to hear truths; and not as thoſe ene 


— 4414 
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# $ themſelves, who prefer the fo ſoothing acce ent 


prophets, \ who. prop ecy leafs Peg, * things, t to th 


vage of the watchman, 5 bears, the i 


a the mouth Ui Ged, and ' gives them 5 coarnin * 


j Jig 


uch a watch man, AS; far as my fas mble | 


2 oo and acknowledged imperfections 
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to that day, when, Fon firſt, embraced y your pro 
ec, and t to tak 
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Ts this reviſion, the firſt material circum- : 
- hes: that muſt recur to you, is the anſwer to | 
the ſolemn adjuration, that required you td 
declare i in the fight of God, and of his miniſ- 
ters, whether 0 you thought in your hearts 
* that you were truly called to the order and 
6c miniſtry of prieſthood “' At firſt fight, it 
may ſcem to be, now, an un profitable enquiry _ 
with what truth or foundation you gave, an. / 
affirmative anſwer to this queſtion. You + 
cannot recall the paſt. —You cannot alter, or - 
2 retract, whatever of thoughtleſsneſs, precipi- 
tancy, or guilt, accompanied this affirmation. 
That, with every other circumſtance attending 
the ſolemnity, is now regiftered againſt you. 
But there are two deſcriptions of perſons, to 
whom a few obſervations, on this important 
point, may ſtill be uſeful. —They, who make no 
conſcience, whatever, of ſuch a queſtion, and 
Are either ignorant or careleſs of its import, 
that they may labour to make ſome atonement 
for having trifled with, or led to the Holy Ghoſt; 
and they, who from a delicate, and too ſuſcep- 
tible conſcience, may interpret the words in too 
ſtrict a ſenſe, and terrify themſelves into an ap- 
pPrchenſion of having been guilty of that moſt 
heinous crime, 


bad 


1 a 15 
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You "Ry obferve, then, that in the queſtion | 
. to you, there is an obvious diſtinc- 
tion made between an external and internal 
call. The external call is from the apoſtolic: 
1 authority of the bithop, 44 according to the 
order of this church of Ireland.” The in- 
ternal call is from the influences of the Holy 
Ghoſt, < 3 to the will of e our Lord 
& * Jeſus Chriſt.” Ro 
The uſages obſerved by the bilbop; | kis 
| proving _ Examining the perſons, he is to 
ordain ; the impoſition of hands, for the com- 
munication of the Holy Ghoſt ; the commiſ- I's 
bon for 3 the N and the power of 
the word of God, and his holy 
HEE. are all of apoſtolical inſtitution. 
They have been derived, through the apoſtles, 
i our Lord himſelf, and as Sch. have been 
adop ted into its ritual, by our church. With. 
"har, care, with what caution, with what dili- | 
gence and eircumſpection, the biſhop may pre- 5 
xx. try and examine the perſons, to whom 
* gives this ſublime miſſion; ; from what. 
motives, and through what influences, he 1 may ; 
be induced to open the door of Chrilt's "Ss 
for the admiſſion of the ſhepherds of his flock, 
a be, to himſelf, an awful wa- e 
But neither the lawfulneſs, NOT r the nn, 5 15 
. | the 


- tainly, be preſumptuous and dangerous, in 


Tu: 


the eternal call are affected by his motives WY 
his conduct. All, on whom he lays his hands, 
With the preſcribed forms, may ſafely affirm 
that they have been called Lag to the FT 
i order of this church of Ireland.” 5 


In Judging of the PE, call; wal care- 


| | fully avoid the extremes of enthuſiaſm, on the 


one ſide, and on the other, of that laxity of 


principles, and that abſence of all ſpiritual and 
chriſtian feeling on thoſe points, which ſo 


many allow to themſelves. It would, cer- 


w- 


: embracin g our profeſſion, to ſearch for any 
; Senſible movements, or interference of the Holy 


Spirit; any influence or controul, operating on 


the ſoul by a perceptible impulſe. Ours cannot 
de the confidence to call upon the Lord, who | 
Lnoꝛus the hearts F all men, to ſhew, by a vi- 
ible and indiſputable interference, whom he may 
Dave choſen to take part of the mmiſtry and apoſtle- 
ſbip, as when the bot fell upon Matthias, and 
Be was numbered with the eleven. We are not 


F 


to expect that propbeſies ſhould have gone before 4 
on us into the world, as on Timothy, to deter- 


mine whether this charge has been committed to 
us, in the fame fullneſs, and with the fame 


efficacy, as to that pattern of the paſtoral and 
| * character. All we can do 18 to judge 


„„ = 


e J 
Es Ec our call i in a rational manner. We are to 
look to the ordinary courſe of Providence, as 
It determines the different ſtates and condi- 
tions of life, We are to eſtimate the qualifica- | 
tions, with. which nature may have fitted us for 
the profeſſion. And we are to examine our 
motives and views in e it. : 
7 The deſigns of virtuous and religious parents, 
2 1 out for us, with pious and anxious 
care, our line in life; their diligence in giving 
us the education, and cultivating 1 in us the dif- 
poſitions, beſt calculated to fit and prepare us 
for that line; even the views and wiſhes of 
friends and protectors, who, without any un- 
Juſt, improper, or unbecoming interference, ſo- 
72 0 licitation, or importunity on our part, may have 


it in their power to give us an eſtabliſhment in 4 
the church, and may have early directed our = 
views and our ſtudies to that object; a ſtrong „ 
propenſity and preponderating inclination, early ; 
. conceived, and aſſiduouſſy indulged, —all theſe 
are to be received as the ordinary. interferences 
= of Providence, and by them we may be enabled . 
do form a rational . of our r calling, as ; 7 
= far as they 80. 8 . = 
| 15 Our next "calle is from our | qualifications, —_ 
* The ron geſt indication we can n have, of Pro- - 
> vidence if} 


T 21 ] 1 
5 hs having deſigned us for any "cit 
| . calling in life, is our having received the giſts 

and talents neceſſary te anſwer its ends, and 
promote its purpoſes. Now the gifts and ta- 
lents, neceſſary for the profeſſion you have 
, embraced, may be conſidered, either as they 
are natural or moral. As to the natural gifts, 
all cannot be apoſtles ; all cannot be evange- 
liſts; all cannot be prophets. There muſt be 
a diverſity” of talents, for the different pu- 
poſes and objects of our miniſtry. But knoẽw- 
ledge to inſtruct, and diſcernment to guide, 
are eſſential to all God's miniſters; and he, 
vrho diſcovers not within himſelf a capacity» | 
for gaining this knowledge, and a promiſe and 
proſpect of this diſcernment, has ſtrong rea- 
ſons to fear that God never * him to be 
a a teacher among his * | 4 


YT is, N jofily: Pe” "4 one 5 the 

; mk primitive biſhops of whom the church 
of Chriſt could boaſt, in modern days *, that 
« more ſinners. are converted by holy, than 
by learned men.” St. Jerom prefers an holy 
ſimplicity to an unſanCtified eloquence, and 
15 yas Burnet obſerves, that a great meaſure 
0 208; ted with a mall ee of learn- 


* Biſhop Wilſon, ; rs 5 bo A 
7 0h 1 


ITY 


5 .N 2 TY 
« ing n Yo. a great way in the uiſebulodls 
of a miniſter of the goſpel.” Still, ho- 
cer, ſome proportion is neceſſary; and the 
deſign of dur religion being to lead men to 
the knowledge of the truth that i is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, or to confirm them i in it, and the ob- 
ject of our miniſtry being to promote that de- 
. it is obvious that a capacity to acquire 
that knowledge ourfelves,: and the talent to 
© communicate: it to others, are preliminary eſ- 
| ee to the qualifying a perſon to embrace 
miniſtry. By the conſciouſneſs, therefore, 2 
* individual, how far he poſſeſſes that 
_ capacity; or may hope to acquire that eee 
eee, pn eee e . 


1 2 8 


„„ 115d 10 EOS 
* 4.0 are, FRE 
Niete, the moſt eſſential, ſo are they, alſo, the 
more ſtrongly marked. Habits of induſtry 
and application, early planted, and aſſiduouſly 
nurtured habits of ſobriety, of temperance, 
of frugality; decency of demeanour; mild- 
zeſs and ſuavity 0 diſpoſition; ſeriouſneſs 
. of manners: chaſtened and reſtrained deſires; 
an inviolable love, and uniform practice of 
truth purity and ſteadinefs of principle, and 
honeſty and integrity of heart I will not aſ- 
| ſume the confidence to pronounce that in theſe 
. of * and __ this accumulated | 
| e maſs | 


\ 


BE 


4. 23 1 Y S 
1 o human weakneſſes, and human im- 
perfections, with which we are ſurrounded, no ö 
perſon ought to. lay his hand to the ark of God, 

or enter into the d of Chriſt, as the ſhepherd 5 
and feeder of his flock, whoſe conſcience does 

not bear him witneſs, that he vitally and prac- 

tically poſſeſſes all the moral qualifications, 

Which I have here enumerated. But this I 
can venture to aſſert with confidence, that he 

WD Who does not diſcover within himſelf, the 

ſeeds and principles of theſe moral qualifica- 
tions; that he who, from the experience of 
| his youthful years, has not ſome aſſurance, of 
his poſſeſſing a temper of mind, and a frame 


of conſtitution, fitted to cultivate, cheriſh and - | 


mature them, can never, with ſafety or truth, 
affirm, that he truſts he is inwardly moved, 


„by the Holy Ghoſt, to une W the mi- 
"0 "fue: 8 75 * 1 ; 3, 


The laſt 1 1 . of HED mY our 
calling is, by the views and motives, that may 
| have led us to embrace it. That we ſhould 
have no view whatever to our temporal ad- 
vantage,. or to our ſecuring to ourſelves a ſuit- 


Able eſtabliſhment in life, when we decide for 


the clerical profeſſion, is what neither the dic- 
tates of nature, nor the temper and ſpirit of 
; the goſpel, require. Nature has laid on all the 

6 BS PE a 
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| neceffity of ie for their bodily eg 
port; and Providence, evidently, deſigns that 
this ſhould be done ſuitably to the ſtate and 
condition of life, in which it may place =: 
= St. Paul, indeed, could glory that his“ hands 
© mhimiftered to his neceſſities;” and that he was 5 
t not burthenſome to the churches;” but he tells 
the Corinthians, that the Lord bimſelf hath or- 
dained, that they which preach the goſpel, ſhould 
ve of the goſpel. Ibis is a principle of juſ- _ 

| - tice, as well as religion; and therefore, there 

3 I can be nothing wrong, either in a moral or 
Chriſtian light, to propofe to mn Sp a e 

| hood out of the 1 8 Chas of Win og 


„But although this iy not mitte . 
de hope of our being called, yet if it has been 
our only, or even our principal and decided 
motive, we may reſt aſſured that it has not been | 
in the will and defigns of Jeſus Chriſt, nor 
"through him, that we have entered into the door. 
WM We muſt acknowledge ourſelves to have engaged 
as birelings, who care not for the ſheep, and who 
| Have them not in their contemplation : Who 
| Jooked only to the profits of the flock, to kill them 
that were Fed, and to ſacrifice, without feeling or 
remorſe; their ſpiritual intereſts and concerns to 
our own convenience, our own humours,” or our 
_ avaricious and * e e 


„ N The 


AS N 


Ta + 


poſſeſſions, and not the functions of the church? 


Its diſtinctions, and not the duties they requir- 
ed? The riches of the fold, and not the ſafety : 
of the ſheep? Did I enter into the miniſtry, in 
the fincere deſire and reſolution to devote my 
labours, and my talents, to the ſervice of God, 


the ſalvation of the ſouls, that might be com- 
mitted to my charge, the Sten ding the king- 


dom of God, and the deſtruction of the empire f 
of ſin and vice; or merely to ſecure the com- 
forts, conveniences, and enjoyments of an eaſy, 
indolent, and independent life? Was it becauſe 
I could not ſucceed in any other profeſſion ? 7 
Becauſe my proſpects from that quarter were 
the moſt promiſing ; and that my family and 


my connections, like the mother of Zebedee's 


children, had made intereſt to ſecure to me the 
firſt places in Chriſt's kingdom? Did 1 quit 
my fiſhing boats and my nets, an obſcure rank in 


life, and a ſcanty patrimony, not to accompany 


my Redeemer, through his laborious and uſeful = 
miſſion, but that, like Judas, I might carry the 
bag, and make a gain of my apoſtleſhip, betray- 


ing and ſelling, like him , bis. EAN? and his 
cauſe? | 


The queſtions, therefore, which we "ſhould, 

48 of us, propoſe to ourſelves, in this ſelf- 
examination, are theſe What had I principally 

in view, when 1 embraced my profeſſion? The 
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already obſerved, that any, ma 
to:theſe points, or to. any other, on which! 


bays touched under this head, can be, now, 


no othervriſe availing, than as it may awake us 
to a more perfect ſenſe of our fituation, and 


| if prompt us to make ſome amends, ſome 


TS * evening cOmes, 


atonement for the thoughtleſſneſs, the preci- 
pitancy, or the guilt, that may have marked 
the moſt important moment, and the moſt deci- 
ive action of our lives. Let him, therefa 8 

By who has never yet. made a conſcience of this 
+ queſtion, or the anſwer he gave to it, now bring 
it home ſeriouſly, and ſolemnly, | to himſelf. He 
will neyer find it too late to apply to the throng 
of mercy. In ſincerity of repentance, and true 
contritian, he may find a new call: by amend- 
ment of life, and vigarous exertions, he may 
deſerve, although entering at ſo late an hour, 
to receive from the Lord of the Vineyard, Fe : 
I labourer” 8 . ly 


As to Hin, 8 nc, may. Thea him | 


| ; too ſenſibly, if, in the reflections 1 have ſubmit- 


Ws id. to. him, be finds not ſufficient | reaſon to 
calm, his, diſquietude, I have this plain rule, 5 
Further, to ſuggeſt to him. Let him aſk him- 
ſelf, whether he. is,perſuaded that he now pro 


141 


| tefles the Spirit of his calling, That in ſincerity 


| | of intention, carneſtneſs of and 1 L 


- 4 4 
" 3 
* 893 ; 
cs x ” * — * * 4 " 
; o : n 8 i 
vi < 
% % 


"4; 


of zeal, he has now nothing to reproach him- 
ſelf; and, if the reſult of the enquiry be fatisfac-. 
® tory to his conſcience, let him go on in quiet, 
and bumbly truſt in the-mercies of him, with 
x what: he 1 to do, for ae and eee 


The next aper points, on which we 
ſhould call ourſelves to account, are the perſua- 
Aon, we declared ourſelves to be impreſſed with, 
that the < ſcriptures contain all doctrine required 
of neceſſity for eternal ſalvation „ and the 
vow. we made to inſtruct the people commit- 
ted to our charge, out of the ſaid. ſcriptures, 
and to teach nothing but that which, we 
4 ſhould be perſuaded, could be concluded and 
6 * prove by the W owes 7 gd ets” 


ot. With what awe, and dread, muſk every. man, 
whin has; in any degree, a feeling of the obli- 
gations, to which he binds himſelf, on an appeal 
to the eternal God, weigh every expreſſion of 
ſuch a declaration and vow, when regiſtered 
againſt himſelf? To have been perſuaded, that 
the holy ſcriptures contained ſufficiently all doc- 
trine required of neceſſity for eternal ſalvation, 
was it not to be ſuppoſed, that we had ſtudied 
and known them? To have vowed, that, out of 
them, we ſhould inſtruct the people committed 
o our ebarge. and to teach them nothing but 
what 


— 
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ede perſuaded, might be con 
cluded and proved by them, muſt it not have 


been to be preſumed that we were, ourſelves, 
intimately acquainted with all that they con- 
tained, both as to doctrine and to practice, and 
that we were fitted and prepared to teach them 


to others? Were we ſo acquainted with the 
— Were we 5 fitted and Tron P 


* 


As a tenen to this W Bee? SN 
vows,” and looking to the future to make atone- 


ment for, or to improve on the paſt, we further 


bound ourſelves to be diligent in reading of 


the Holy Scriptures, and in ſuch Rudies as 
ec help to the knowledge of the ſame, laying 
. afide the ſtudy of the world and the fleſh.” 


Have we, ſince 15515 vow has been upon us, 


"Eboured with all the care and aſſiduity, 5 8 10 
o facred an obligation required, to qualify our- 
ſelves to fulfil it? Have we exerted the dili- 


gence, which we ſo ſolemnly promiſed to God ? 
Or, have we gone on without thought, without 


temorſe, without feeling the ſlighteſt rub of 


conſcience, as if we did not live in a ſtate of 


habitual lying to the Holy Ghoſt, nor continued 
in the fame ignorance and negle& of the holy 
ſeriptures, and . of every ſtudy connected with 


them, with which we dared to approach to. 


this ſolemn and excluſive dedication of ourſelves, 


>. our 
# " Py * ; - | 
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ſuch deliberate and perſevering mockery of what 


= the moſt languid and lukewarm of the common 
faithful, who are taught to look to us for 
" inſtruction and example, would reverence and 
' revere ? Where will be the reſource of him, 
{ who appears to have conſidered the moment, 
= when he firſt bound himſelf in theſe vows, as 
= the moment that was to give him a releaſe from 


every ſtudy, to which he had been confined, 


while under the tutelage and direction of others? 
Who conſidered the commiſſion he then receiv- 
ed, and which the pureſt and the beſt might | 
well tremble. either to give or to receive, as diſ- 
| penſing with him from all further attention to 


mental or ſpiritual improvement; as a title to 


fy purſuewhatever the world could offer, to occupy, 
or amuſe. him? He vowed to lay aſide the 
f ſtudy of the world, and the fleſh. God and 


l angels, and good men were witneſſes to the 
vow. But from that moment he began moſt 


i aſſiduouſly to cultivate that ſtudy, and every 
ſucceeding day gave ſome new proof of his ſuc- 


ceſs and proficiency. He ſees all of his own 
age and ſtanding, who began the buſineſs of 


* 2 2 
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them- 


our time, ms our: talents to the Graies of God? 
IF the anſwer to theſe queſtions muſt condemn 
any amongſt us, where ſhall be our reſource 
againſt ſuch criminal prevarication? Againſt 


life with Him realy ee in improving 
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themſelves in ths ſeveral qualifications and ac- || 
quirements, that are eſſential to their ſucceſs, in | 
the profeſſion they have embraced He alone 
looks not for his ſucceſs to any labour, or aſſi- 
: duity, in the buſineſs of his profeſſion— He is 
Aatisfled to exhibit to the public a walking pic- 


ttꝛtnre of idleneſs, of trifling, of inſignificancy, of 


 diffipation. Who fo affiduous, fo known, or 
fo active, at every place of public reſort and diſ- 
fipated amuſement? Who ſo famous in the 
Chace, or in the field? ? or ſo known i in the keri- 
nel, or the fable? Who fo expert at every 
game of chance, ot of {kill ? or ſo earneſtly 
courted and defired in thoſe circles, where all 


the vices, and all the meanneſs of gambling are 


practiſed under more plauſible ap pearances, and 
more impoſing names? Who can boaſt a ſtronger 
conſtitution to beat the conſequences of exceſs? = 
or a more lengthened devotion, at the table of 
the diffolate? Who better qualified to give 
fe to every licentious, prophane, and loofe con- 
verſation? Who more verſed or ſucceſsful in 
all the arts of adulating the great? or miniſter- 
ing to their vices, and. of encouraging and coun- 

tenancing them, in their neglect and contempt 
| yg EIT with religion? | 


But you Are of a more 1 grave, and 
reſerved — Yours is not this Hutter- 
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ing, 8 ub character; much leſs. this 
open diſſoluteneſs of manners, and this ſhame- 
leſs renunciation of every thing you owe to your 
ſtation and profeſſion. Granted—But have you 
been the more mindful of your vows? To 
- What have you devoted your time, your thoughts, 
| and your talents, ſince you firſt entered into 
them? A flave to every thing that can pro- 
mote your temporal intereſts ; drudging with 
indefatigable induſtry in improving the pro- 
perty, which the piety of former days annexed 
to the office you fill, that you might have no 
cares to withdraw you from the duties it 
| requires ; early to riſe, and late to take your reſt; 
linking the character of the clergyman i in that 
of the man of buſineſs, and the griping money 
” maker, what leiſure have you. left to yourſelf 1 
for that bs diligence f in the reading of the ſcrip= ; 
« tures, and in ſuch ſtudies as help to the 
knowledge of them,” which, deliberately, and 
of your own ſeeking, you vowed to your God. 
by Thinking g only to /ive of the goſpel, and the things 
of the temple, what time do you devote to acquire 
a knowledge F the goſpel, or to fit yourſelves _ 
properly to miniſter i in Hoch things ? You eat The 


Fat, and you clothe yourſelves, and your families, 

With the wook—You are authoriſed to do ſo—It _ 
is in the intention of God and man that you 
ſhould—Bit do you ever think how you are to 


np 
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0 IE to feed them? Have. you 
ever learned how to frengthen the diſeaſed ? to 
Teal that which is fick? to bring back again that 
which was given away? or to ſeek that which was 
' #f? To what do your labours, in that way, 
extend, beyond the compiling or copying a 
Sunday ſermon, without ſelection, and without 
1 attending either to the underſtanding, the feel- 
ings, or the circumſtances of your congrega- 
tion? Yet you ſet your conſcience at eaſe ; and 
' you join in condemning the diſſolute, and the 
© profligate, of your profeſſion; and you accuſe 
them of their breach of vows.—But your own 
breach of vows you will not diſcern : You will 
not admit the facrilege you are guilty of, in 
ſeizing, and enjoying the things that are ſacred, 
without ever qualifying yourſelf, by any courſe | 
of appropriate ſtudies, or profeſſional applica- 
tion, to diſcharge the duties, for which —— | 


Jecred binge are due. . 


1 Are . deſcriptions 1 ELD 3 5 
Are they the exaggerations of a moroſe, ſplen- 
etie and cenſorious mind? Of the accuſer of 
his brethren, or one who would countenance 
their accuſers? Would to God they were! 
| Would to God that this horrible thing was not 
to be ſeen in our Feruſalem | / That there are 


: 3 Ty * to them is, and 1 hope, | 
ever 


5 2 


l 


ever will. be our r conſolation, our ur ſlay; and our 


ſupport. Should the general character of our 


clergy ever fink into this extreme of degene- 
racy, he knows nothing of his religion, who 
would not tremble in the conviction, that like 
the Jewiſh Prieſts of old, and, perhaps, like 
others of a more recent date, we too were to 


be made baſe and contemptible before the people, 5 
and were to feed ourſelves. no more. In vain 


ſhould we hope, that a few characters, preſerv- 
ing themſelves untainted and blameleſs, ſhould 
by their interceſſion, their prayers, or their 
exertions, avert the terrible calamity.—Though 


Moſes and Samuel flood before God, yet his mind 


could not be towards ſuch a deſcription of clergy. 


Were Noah, Daniel, and fob among them, they 
ſhould deliver but their own fouls, by their own. 
righteouſneſs. He would not hear them, nor N 


would he if _ the reſt, for their 9 85 


The compigeamnanties we have been hitherto con- 


ſidering, reſpect our own inſtruction and pro- 


ficiency in the ſacred ſcriptures.— By thoſe, we 
are next to conſider, we are equally bound to 
explain their doctrines, communicate their ſpirit, 
and inculcate their obligations to others, where - 
ever, or in whatever manner, we thall be called 


upon, by our ſituation in the miniſtry. This 


thould: be the 55 end and object of all our 
©. 7 learn 
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Hen "= E give attendance to IC with a 
view to make a diſplay of our ſcriptural know- _ 
© —& ledge, and to raiſe a name to ourſelves for 
1 _ ſcriptural erudition, is a poor vanity, and has 
its own reward. The obligation of our miniſ- 
try is to give attendance ts reading, with a view 
to exhortation and to doctrine; by the manifefta- 
tion Fe: tbe. truth, commending ourſelves to every 
man's conſcience i in the fight of God. The duty 
thus incumbent on us may be divided into two. 
heads. Public inſtruction or -preaching ; and 
private monition and occaſional exhortation. 
The ſeaſons for public inſtruction are with us 
ſettled and regular. They conſult, in imitation 
of 'the divine condeſcenſion, the leiſure of the 
great body of the faithful, and their vacation 
from all worldly labour and occupation. They 
are preſcribed to us at ſuch intervals, as, with. 
out breaking in too often on the indiſpenſible 
purſuits of life, are not ſo diſtant as to ſuffer 
their impreſſions to be weakened, or effaced. 
They are of equal obligation with the prayers 
and ſervice of the ſabbath, (which are, in them- 
ſelves, a material and moſt impreſſive part of 
public inſtruction) and it is enjoined by the 
Canon, that every beneficed perſon, allowed 
to be a preacher, ſhall, in his own cure, a 
ole ſermon ever Sunday © in the _ | 
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1 does not come within our preſent purpoſe, 
to conſider of any general rules for public in- 
ſtruction; but, in inſtituting the compariſon bes 
tween our obligations and our practice, which I 

am recommending, it is obvious that we muſt 
conſider not only our fidelity to our engage 

ments, but alſo the manner in which we acquit 
ourſelves of them. We are not accountable for 

5 talents, which we have not received. The ſpirit 

/ God divideth to every man ſeverally as be will. 

It is only in Proportion to what every man ſhall 
bave received, that it ſhall be required of n. 
But in the preaching of the croſs, which is unto. | 
them that periſh fooliſhneſs, but which, unto thoſe Þ 
that are ſaved, is the power of God, and the w zſdom 

/ God, pure intentions go further than great 

talents, and unpretending zeal than extenſive 
learning. It was not with excellency of ſpeech 
or of wiſdom, that they who converted the world 
to 'Chriſtianity came declaring the teſtimony of 

God. Their ſpeech and their preaching was not 
with periſhable words of man's Wi dom, but in 

demonſtration of the ſpirit, that their faith might 
And only in the power of God. That ſpirit, and 

that power, we are inſtructed where, and how, 

do ſeek. To know of the doctrine whether it be of _ 

5 God, we have only zo 4 God's will. Tf any of 
you lack "wiſdom, ſays St. James, let him 4ſt of - 


ag whe giveth to every man liberally, and up- 
bo OY RS _ braideth 2 
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= braideth not, and it * 8 given him. e 
more underſtanding than the ancients, ſays the 
 Plalmiſt, becauſe I keep thy precepts. Humble 
F _ andearneſt prayer, and a life ſuitable to his pro- 
fſleſſion, are therefore the never-failing ſources, 
from which every miniſter may hope, not only 3 
to draw truth and light and life for himſelf, but | 7, 
alſo to be enabled to communicate them to 
others. We cannot, therefore, ſeek for an ex- 
cuſe for our nieglect, our remiſſneſs, our languor, 
dodur want of ſucceſs in diſcharging the duty of 
public inſtruction, by pleading a want of great 
talents. To love the word is to underſtand it. 
The knowledge of whatever it contains moſt 
excellent and ſanctifying, is ſooner to be geined 
= by a fincere deſire, followed by a ſuitable appli- 
cation, than by a commanding capacity, or a 
ak comprehenſive genius. The talent of commu- 
RnRicating it, lies more in the ardor of zeal, than 
in the glow of eloquence ; or rather, in this 
inſtance, zeal only is eloquence. I may ſpeak "RS : 
wth the tongues of men and of angelt; I may under- 1 
and all myſteries and all knowledge, yet if I pro- 
feſs not, nor impreſs others with a conviction 
that I poſſeſs, an ardent zeal for the glory of 
Bod, a pure and diſintereſted love for his word, 
an earneſt deſire of eſtabliſhing the kingdom of 
his Son, and whatever elſe I poſſeſs i in my func- 
1 $100, as a public teacher, 4 am 2 become asa found- 
Ty 1335 8 | . | „ ing | 
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ig 1 or as a a thing cymbal. I preach. my 


own word, - and not the word of God. My. I 


labours are as vain, as the inſtruments, I employ, 
are light, nOilys 1 aper. RN 
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animate our public inſtructions, we muſt go yet 
further. If to love the word of God be to un- 


derſtand it; to practiſe it, is to teach it. If 


we mean to preach well, we muſt live well. 
To inculcate any duty with effect, we muſt 
begin by fufilling it.—Precepts and admonition 
require many things, as well in the teacher as 
in thoſe that are inſtructed, which all cannot 
poſſeſs. They conſequently may be, and they 
too often are, uſeleſs and ineffectual. But 
manners and deportment are arguments, which 


all men comprehend. They ſpeak as well 20 


the ſenſes, as to the underſtanding. Many, 
who might not diſcern the beauty of ſpecula- 
tive truths, however ſplendidly, or eloquently 
recommended, yield to the eloquence of exam=-. 
le. Leſſons of morality and virtue, of which 


the living comment is ſeen in the correſponding 7 5 


conduct of thoſe who deliver them, find an eaſy 
acceſs to the heart, and the impreſſions they 
make, are both laſting and operative, It was 
: " "OX on an aſſurance of his own converſion, that | 
our Saviour laid his injunctions on St. Peter to 
. C 3  Brengthen 


of 
% 
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n beben, When he gave hig 


commiſfion to ſced bis ſheep, it was not until he 


3 had drawn from him repeated aſſeverations, that 0 
1 he loved him. All this is in the natural order 


of things: : for, what can be more prepoſterous, 
than to recommend the love of that to others, 
which, it is obvious, we do not ourſelves love? 


2 What can be mere abſurd, than to pretend to 


About for the converſion of others, as a matter 


in whieh we take the warmeſt intereſt, whilft 
We manifeſtly ſhew, that we are altogether indif- 
ſerent about our own To condemn the vices 
we commit, and recommend virtues, which all, 
ho know us, know we never practiſe? Thow 


rut preacheſt a man ſhould not Beal, de thin 
| fleal? Thou that ſayeſt a man ſhould not commit 
Alullery, de thou commit- adultery? Thou "that 
Bake thy boaſt of the law, e road the | 
2 nee, avg Gon 2 


{Per my 1 nn hin "me " 0 
terouſy, tir Hearers will apply what the critic 
- figs of - thoſe monſtrons and incongruvus 
Wings which are ſometimes exhibited on the 


e e ch Hype 


And 4 diſbelief of all he afferts, or 
Terbns, ee well — 5 
and 
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= have been early formed, and ſolidly eſtabliſned, 
will, indeed, know how to diſtinguiſh between 
the character of the teacher, and the trutlls 
he diſgraces: They will deſpiſe and abhor 
the one, without being tempted to diſbelieve, 
or reject, the other. But how will it be with _ 
dhe ignorant and uninſtructed? How will it be 
with the poor and the ſimple, who form ſo 
great a portion of thoſe committed to ouun-n 
charge ? The inſtructions of their miniſter are 
their chief, their only comment on their goſpel. 
Tied down, by the order of Providence, to 
gain their daily bread by their daily labour, and 
their intervals, on ordinary days, being barely 1 
ſufficient to recruit their ſtrength, and afford 
PRs neceſſary refreſhment, it is from their 
miniſter alone, that they look for a knowledge of Þþ 
their duty. It is from their miniſter alone, tat 
they expect inſtructions how to fulfil it. But, 


what inſtructions can that miniſter convey to 


them, to whoſe vicious and diſorderly life, they _ | 

are daily witneſſes? Can he infpire them with | 
a deteſtation of what they daily ſee him practiſe, 
without ſhame or remorſe? Can he impreſs 
them witha terror of the fatal conſequences of 
thoſe fins; in which they ſee him perſiſt, with- 
dcdut fear or apprehenſion? Or, awake them 
from that indifference to the concerns of another | 

| 1 195 N os life, 


| 
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his conduct? Can they believe what, to live * 


E he does, they conclude he muſt himſelf diſ- 
believe? Or, can they honour and venerate,. 
E © what he openly treats with indifference and 


negle&? No; inſtead of a light to guide them, 


3 be is @ ſnare to them, in all bis ways. Inſtead 
© of ſtrengthening: their faith, he weakens it. 
The word of God, ſo powerful in its effects, 


_ "IE 


_ : 
. 


not only loſes all its efficacy, when falling from 
bis lips, but i is heard with contempt and diſguſt, 1 


and its only fruit is to turn men to impiety, irre- 


ligion; and a conſequent depravity of morals. 


His miniſtry is conſidered as a trade, and is 


deſpiſed ; and his religion as a fable, in which 5 


be himſelf diſbelieves, and is rejected. Thus, 
the name of God is blaſphemed through him, 


wretched man] and thus, the fins of a whole 
people are laid- to his charge. Do we not 


A every day feel and experience this, my reſpect- 5 
able brethren? Where is the free-thinker, or 


avowed Atheiſt, who, involving the whole 
order in his opinion of individuals, does not 


reproach us with diſbelieving what we preach, | 

and thereupon juſtify his own incredulity ? 

Where is the libertine who does not plead the 
example of ſome vicious and immoral cler gy- 


man, to excuſe the: exceſſes with which « we re- 5 
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- But, avid; 18 another point fs view, in bien 
I have often conſidered this matter, and that 
is, how a man himſelf muſt feel, under all the 


conſciouſneſs of the appearance he makes, in 
ſuch circumſtances. Behold him, in the deſk, 


the organ and the voice of God's people. Thein 


interceſſor before the throne of grace, offering 


up in their name, and in their behalf, prayers 


and praiſes, ſupplications and thankſgivings, 
fighs of repentance, and cries for pardon. ' Hear, 


him in the pulpit, rehearſing ſome happy effu- 
ſion of piety and zeal, which he has copied (if 
he takes the trouble even of copying it) from 
the works of ſome worthy miniſter, whoſe ta- 


lents and acquirements have been all directed 


to the inſtruction and edification of the faith- 

ful. I will not divert your attention to con- 
fider, in the deſk, his diſtracted thoughts, his 

wandering looks, his irreverent attitudes, his 
careleſs, haſty, unintelligible recitation; I will 


not divert your attention to confider, in the 
pulpit, with what a cold and icy tongue, he 


_ chills the divine ardour, that probably glows in 


0 every line of the original he has copied. In 


what ſleepy tones, and palſying accents, he re- ; 
peats expreſſions of irreſiſtible force and energy, 
_ when accompanied by the. ſpirit that originally 


dictated them, and which, coming From the 
heart, are ſo calculated to make their way 7» 
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the heat. What 1 now 1 you to 


e e is the conſcience and feeling of 
. ſuch a man, in n fituation... 1 he IE 


that eee nder it as a 8 bau 
to heaven and to themſelves? Is there a duty 
he can recommend, with the breach of which, 
he muſt not feel that ſome of his hearers muſt 
bes at that moment, c ndemning m ? Is there 
a virtue he can ! which his too faithful 
memory muſt not place ſome hearer before him, 
who knows PIR to have outraged ? Is there a 
vice he can ſtigmatize, with which, fome-guilty 
ociate, or indignant witneſs, muſt not zeproach 
dim? To what face can he look on which be 
muſt not expect to ſec a ſnetr or a frown? What 
eye can he meet, in vchirh he maſt not expect 
to read either ſcurn ar indignation ? Now, 1 
beſeech you, What can we ſuppaſe ſo: humili- 
dating, ſo tormenting, as the mind of ſuch a man, 


ſo circumſtanced Under what excrutiating rea 


taint, muſt he diſcharge his public functions? 
There is, indeed, à point, where he may enjoy 
a fatal calm. We may, indeed, :fuppoſc' him 
arrived at that deplorable ſtage of degeneracy, Ho 


hen the. frequeney::af-: thoſe mortifying re | 
flections has rendered: his heart callous When 5 
tited of the combat between his conſcience Lf 6 
"ond; eee the ſenſe * ſhame CE 


"LE 


And the dee of vicious pispens ties, he oa 


comes ſo determined and barefaced in his con- 


tempt of whatever is decent and conſiſtent, that 


he ſets all publie opinion at defiance, and even 


. 7 ridicules what, if he practiſed them, we might b 
aloft cue the virtues * . and diſſi- 


I this 5 ——3 ale . be 


to ſtron gly drawn for any general application, 
as 1 truſt it 185 yet it will be eſſential towards 
our preſent object, to conſider it, in its different * 
Parts and ſhades. Happy are they to whom, 
in no inſtance, and in no e it can n | 


e on 1 2585 


From our Pubs office "0 onektbng Jet us 
dals to the private duties, to which we ſtand 


pledged, by che vows we are now confidering. 
One'of the moſt dangerous errors, into which 


. we can fall, is to cd vor to perſuade our 
felves, that regularly to diſcharge the firſt, or 


dd provide otfers 10 dischatge it, is the great 


object of out miniſtry; whereas, in truth, all 
its vital efficacy, and whatever, within the 
whole circle of its obligations, is moſt binding, 
and of the ſtricteſt neceſſity, and moſt exten- 
| five utility, is to be ſought for, in the more pri- 
| n and a of the paſtoral 'func-- 


tion » 
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44 4 
tion. Our vow to that purpoſe takes'in a wide 
. field—** To uſe both public and private moni- 
% tions and exhortations, as well to the ſick as 
e to the whole, within our cuxes, as need ſhall 


m2 , or occaſion hall be ene 4 


, "wag many : Gilnzs aut this. vow rap us 
to attend to, which we ought ſolemnly to put 
to our conſcience, in the hour of ſelf-examina- 
tion? It is obvious, that the obligations it lays 
upon us, are perſonal. Nothing can be more 
8 perſonal. There is not the moſt 
diſtant reſervation, for any vicarious diſcharge 
of the duties, it impoſes. Voluntarily, after the 
moſt ſolemn admonitions, the matureſt delibe- 
ration, in the fight and hearing of God and of 
man, we vowed to watch every neceſſi ty, and 
ſeize every occaſion, within our cures, of diſ- 
charging theſe duties. What can more eſſen 
tally ſuppoſe our preſence within our cures? 
What can more . neceſſarily ſuppoſe perſonal 
- exertions ? Yet there are . thoſe, could it be 
believed l with whom, it 1s neceſſary to inter- 
- poſe the whole weight of our epiſcopal jurif. 
_ diftion,- to enforce the obſervation of ſo ſolemn 
a vow ?—Yet there are thoſe, bound by this 
vow, who, although yielding to. our autho- 
rity, and living on their cures, conſider the 
duties, here undertaken, to belong only to the 
„ „ „ 


8 1 
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TS 


more FO HIT and leſs Simm pro- 
vided for, amongſt: their brethren, To tha 
public ſervice of the church, are annexed higher 
ideas, a more conſpicuous exhibition; a ſcene | 
more favourable to ambition and vanity, a 4 
15 more compendious duty, and leſs trouble. But 
to pay a conſtant and ſcrupulous attention to 
the individuals, who compoſe our flock; to ac- 
quire an intimate acquaintance with their per- 
ſons, and their families; to make our voice ſa 


| Þ familiar to them, by frequent converſe and 


intercourſe, that they may 4now it, as the ſheep + 
now the voice of the true ſhepherd; to yield to 
every neceſſity, and embrace every occaſion of 
giving private monition and exhortation tg 
the ſick and to the well;“ to teach and ads 
„ moniſh the one, to alleviate the ſufferings, 
ſooth the ſorrows, awake the contrition, ani- 
mate the hopes, ſtrengthen the faith, and calm 
the dying moments of the other; to go about 
conſtantiy doing good, viſiting frequently from 
. houſe to houſe, accommodating differences, and 
* promoting quietneſs, peace and love, among 
all who are under our charge, as we are bound 
by another part of our vows; to give baptiſm 
to infants, catechetical inſtruction to the riſing 
generation, and, what nature herſelf inſtructs 
the ſurvivors to look to for comfort and ſoothing, 
| burial. to the dead— In ſhort, to perform all the 
W „%%% & offices 
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£ 


oh 7 46 1 
„Lu miniſter, wich ut jacks 


_ accomttiodating language of the times, we com- 
prchend under the deſcription of occaſional du- 


ties theſe, the moſt weighty and important 
objects of our function and charge, are conſi- 
dered as low and ſervile cares. They are, often, 
made the object of a diſgraceful traffic, to be 
vicariouſſy diſcharged, at the moſt ſcanty allow - 
ance, for: which the poſſeſſor of any contiguous _ 
cure can be found to undertake them; or they 
are, not ſeldom, left to chance, and to the over- 


| flonings 4 Lan in others. 
* ; | 
Theſe are 5 e which we cannot —. 

© Gwen ourſelves ; and, there is no point of view, 

in which we can conſider them, that they are not 

pregnant With evil. When we look to the 

_ of the extinction of the Church of Rome, 
in ſo many countries, at the time of the refor- | 
mation, the declarations, even of their own 
hiſtorians, will direct us to ſearch for them, 
principally, in the neglect of their clergy to at- 

tend to their parochial duties, and to the more 

private, and ordinary obligations of the paſtoral 
care. - To ſwell the pomp, and decorate the pa- 
geeantry, of their public ceremonies, and to run 
© qhrough a number of ritual forms, and ſtated 


offices, they conſidered to be all their duty; 


. * © 7 3 * J * . 7 4 
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" them, diſtinguiſhed themſelves from the people, 
only by groſs ſenſualities, and low debaucheries. 


A 5 2 Do 2 | 


= every other care inſcobble IN indolcots their 
higher orders became 
a ſcandal, to their flocks. The latter, com- 


trangers, and their lower, 


pelled from their circumſtances to refide amongſt : 


The former mixed only with thoſe, whoſe for- 
tune and ſituation would advance their intereſts, 


miniſter to their pleaſures, or promote their 
amuſements. A gay, voluptuous, ambitious, 
covetous, intriguing, worldly- minded clergy iſ- 
ſued, regularly, from a formal diſplay of the 


| public obſervances, enjoined by cuſtom, or law, 
do an inceſfant round of idleneſs, diſſipation, and 


vice, or to the purſuits of avarice or ambition. 


Wearied and diſguſted with ſuch a perverſion of 
ohh things, the people began, at length, to view 


them with contempt and hatred; and when, 
under the influence of the reformation, and the 


guidance of the bleſſed ſpirit, a different de- 
ſcription of miniſters aroſe, the defection from 
; henna was. 7 and n 8. | 


5 1 will 
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. That this defeckion was not niverſat; we math -agree 


8 with Biſhop Burnet, in aſcribing to the ſtrict and rigorous 
' diſcipline, which the dangers that beſet them, compelled 


the heads of that church, to eſtabliſh and enforce among 


| the parochial clergy. The council of Trent, as that prelate 
obſerves, rivetted, indeed, the chains of the clergy, and 


davis a 15 . 8 e Ls 3 


"a1 


= will not 80 out of my way to- enquire k | 


UE " Hoes the political or local circumſtances, that, 
N originally, prevented the introduction of this 
happy reformation among our anceſtors, as ex- 


tenſively, as in the ſiſter kingdom. But it 
comes immediately within our pnrpoſe to en- 
quire into the cauſes, to which we are to attri- 
bute the pertinacious prevalency of the Roman 
Catholic religion amongſt us, and how it has 


= maintained its influence over the great bulk of 


5 nnen, 12 


our people, even down to our own times. It 
had to ſtruggle againſt the ſtrong hand of the 
laws. It had to ſtruggle againſt the menaces, 
and the allurements of the government; againſt 
the rigors, by which men were deterred from 
| . adhering to a perſecuted cauſe, and the pro- 
miſes, by which they were invited to abandon 
it. It had to ſtruggle againſt what is more 
a than all theſe, the light of reaſon, and 
the force of truth! How is it, then, that it ſtill 
remains the religion of the greater number 
amongſt us? To what cauſe muſt we aſeribe 
this obſtinacy of centuries, amidſt ſo many im- 


; e the ſpiritual darkneſs of the people. But by 
the reform, which it introduced among the clergy, and 
whieh it enforced, by arming the papal hand with new and 
ſtronger powers to launch the thunders of the Vatican, 
it enabled them, in many places, to regain the popular 
opinion, and ſo to ver ei ag 1 re fabric of _ 


* » 


beine 
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117 a and 1 4 ? Tam there "TO doubt | 
about the cauſe? Their clergy, are indefatigable. 
1 heir labours are unremitting. They live in a 

conſtant and familiar intercourſe. with all who | 

are ſubject to their paſtoral inſpection. They 
viſit them from houſe to houſe. T heir only . 
care, their ſole employment, is to attend to the 

adminiſtration of. their Gacraments, and to their 
_ multiplied obſervances and rites. They watch 
and ſurround: the beds of the ſick. They are 

inſtant in ſeaſon, and out f ſeaſon—they reprove, 
they rebuke, they, exbort, certainly, with long- - 
ſuffering. and with doffrine, ſuch as it is.— 
© They are wiſe,” obſerves Archbiſhop Secker , , 

in their generation, and if we hope to be a 
Bis * match for them, we muſt imitate them,” If 
” to ſucceed i in our good cauſe, we muſt | 

"6 come down to an emulation with them, in ex- 
ertions that are worthy only of that cauſe. An 
emulation, not of envy or ſtrife; z not of angry 9 
cCeontroverſy, or diſputation; not of any intem- 
| perance of proſelytiſm, where the idle conteſt | 


is merely to ſwell the numbers of nominal vo- 


. * 


taries, without making better chriſtians, or 
better ſubjects, and with the continued breach 
1 «of chriſtian charity and. benevolence ; but an 


© "Fs his ſermon, preached before the ſocietycorteſpond- : 
4 ing with the Incorporated Society in Dublin, for promoting 
a” Ms has Proteſtant Working Schools i in Ireland. | 
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Wenn in tlie faithful, en and be 


Viering diſcharge of ſuch paſtoral duties, as 
are moſt calculated to ſecure us the refpect, the 


e the attachment, a and the confidence of our 


A ygreat+bulk. of mankind? How much wider a 


Wels. A Fol, 
+I In this moſt deßrable Shiite; 544 en ; 
tages do we not enjoy over them, to animate. 
And "encourage us? It may be faid, and it is 
nid, that they labour for their daily bread. — 
This cannet be ſaid of us our eſtabliſhments 
_ depend on no contingencies. They ate not 
merely proportioned to our occaſional labours, 
bor perfonal exertions. They are fixed and per- 
| maneut as the laws, by which they are ſecured 
N 0 us. We ſhall, therefore, have the n 
bein g thought to be more difintereſted. 
A Akell hate the advantage of not being ſuppoſed 
100 be influenced by any motives, but theſe of 
8 Windnefs, and chriſtian charity, and à ſenſe and 
ſteling of bur duty. Their (clergy are in general 
taken out bf the lower elaſſes of ſociety. Their 
means of ſubſiſtence keep them within the 
mort obſcure walks of life. Now, wWhe does 
now the fuperiority of influence, which' a 
Þ Higher ſtation, a mort Uiſtinguithed name, and - 
more affluent circumſtances,. give among the 


| field 2 for exertion, and to how many 
ee 15s . excellent 


4 


L sr Th „ 
excellent 1 they are powerful, even i in 
our profeſſion, when under the guidance and 

influence of the true ſpirit of the miniſtry? 
The more exalted your family, and the more 
diſtinguiſnhed your name, with: the greater 
weight and authority can you arraign the pride 
of: place, the faſtidiouſneſs of birth, and the 
inſolence of riches—the furer proſpect you have 
_of bending down, by your precepts, and. by your 
example, the ſtiff necks of the great to the 


meek and humble temper of the goſpel ; the 


leſs reaſon is there to fear that you will ſacrifice 
your duty to adulation; that you. will ſervilely 
connive at the vices of men in power and an- 
thority, or encourage them in their unjuſt. and 


diſorderly conduct, from a dread of their re- 55 


1 or with a view to [their protection. 
Theſe privileges, and theſe facilities, the clergy 
other perſuaſion amongſt us, cannot poſ- 
(and if they did poſſeſs them, they have 
not many occaſions to avail themſelves of them, 
for a0 TR of anfx or ee AY 


1 0 the e a you. may exer- 
ciſe your ſtry with a ſtill greater ſaperi- 
' vority:of advantages. Experience proves how | 
: ;Krongly. diſpoſed the lower clafles of men are 
210 think lightly of. inſtructions, 


1 521 


level, and in whom they diſcover no Wikia. 


1 advantages of place, power, or wealth. 
A ſingular character for piety and devotion; a 
*fervor of zeal, manifeſtly proceeding from the 
divine fpirit;' and ſupported and invigorated 
- by: the divine grace, will, indeed, bear down 


| all fach- obſtacles. The religion, of which we 


art 


re the miniſters, was, originally, propagated 


in oppoſition to them. But in the ordinary 
courſe of things, and in our age, it requires 
all the force of fuperſtition on weak and igno- 


7 


95 


rant minds to ſecure any authority to ſuch 
teachers; and when once they loſe that hold, 


1 we {ce by the fad experience of our own days, 
that they loſe all influence and controul over 


heir emaneipated ' votaries. But when they 


fituation in civil ſoeiety, and appear amongſt 
them in no other character than that of The 


„ Prepherd and paſtor of their fouls: z when. you. call 
dem by their names ; außen they know your voice; 
- when: you vilit their humble roofs ; when: vou 
attend their ſick beds; when you cheerfully and 
- affiduouſly* miniſter to their ſpiritual and tem- | 
_— — when yeu conſole, when you in- 
ſtruct, When you direct; when, deſcending to 


the level of their underſtanding, and conſulting 


— their feelings; you feed them, and their children, 


with che bread hoes the word of Ge 


"EY defcend from, what: may be called; your | 


27 EA 


1 53 1 — 


yon OS appear before them in all the varying Y 
charities of this endearing character, what have 
you not to expect from their veneration, their | 
gratitude, and their attachment? How poor 
muſt his conceptions be, whoſe mind is not 
enlarged and elevated by the reflexion that he- 
poſſeſſes the power of accompliſhing theſe bene 
volent, humane, god-like purpoſes ? How mean. 
muſt be his thoughts, who can conſider them. 
to be mean employments ? Where is the name 
to which they would not add luſtre ? and what 
rank, however low in the ſcale of human diſj- 
e. . they not n 


e For as much, hs 1 your office is 
of ſo great excellency, you ſee with how 
« great care and ſtudy you ought to apply your-. 
(i ſelves, that you may ſhew yourſelves dutiful, = 
= © and thankful unto the Lord, who hath placed 
you in fo high a dignity; and that you may 
Ws ** never ceaſe your labor, your care and dili- 
= *< gence, until you have done all that lieth in 
9 you, according to your bounden duty, to 
bring all ſuch as are committed to your 
charge, unto that agreement in the faith and 
knowledge of God, and to that ripeneſs, and 


e of age in Chriſt, that there be 
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en place left among you, either for & error 0 


325 e or viciouſhels in life. i 
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Does this 8 iBis is care Ou ana; 


3 1 you? Alas! then, you ſhould never 


have embraced your profeſſion. You ſhould ; 
never have accepted à benefice, that was only 


given for this office. You. ſhould never have 


looked 79 reap where you never meant 70 ſow... 
You but defraud the faithful entruſted to you, 


and unjuſtly hold the place of ſome good, pious,, 

and confcientious ' miniſter, who would have 

been to them “ a wholeſome and godly —— 
| N. |< ora to follow.” 


* ws 


And After all, What ! 18 5 his labot ? Sanger 5 


i what Proteſtant minifters have to do in the 


ordinary occupations of their profeſſion, in this 


- Kingdom, and the calls from their paſtoral care 
to which they are liable, with thoſe of the 


clergy of the other perſuaſion—with thoſe of 
their own brethren, in countries, where the 


people are all, fortunately, Proteſtant. What 
a comparatively ſmall part of their time would 


the moſt conſcientious and minute attention to 
the duties, of which I have been reminding 


_you, require of them, in the families, under 


their care, that are ſcattered. through their 
9 — 7 What © gn of the week 


T I 55 * WE. 
i it take From their other- LI a 4 
becoming cares, as parents, as friends, as 
neighbours ?—Look to the other profeſſions. 
Mark the aſſiduity, the confinement of the ſol- 

| dier the ſacrifice of inclination, of will, of 

5 natural propenſities, to his duty ; his exhauſting, 
fatigues, and dangerous toils—Mark the inceſ- 
fant labors of the lawyer. What pains? What, 
ſtudy? What a ſlavery? How he encreaſes, 
from day to day, the neceſſity of renewed appli- 
cation, while every advance he makes in his 
practice ſerves only as a new incitement to his 
exertions, and he, only, labors. the more aſſi- 
duouſly, to acquire a more thorqugh knowledge 
of his profeſſion, and a greater aptitude to diſplay. 
it And is the miniſter of God alone to lead an 
indolent, idle, and unprofitable life ? or to waſte 
| his days in ſtudies and purſuits that are totally 
unconnected with his ſacred and exalted profeſ-_ 
ion, and in many inftances deſtructive of its 
"Bis and Abend of its adjetts . 


"Om this 5 ſubject of eee 
tion, 1 have dwelt fo long, that I will not take 
up much more of your time, in reminding you 
ot the remaining obligations and vows to which 
vo ſtand pledged. They are chiefly, the dili- 
gence with which you bound yourſelves, firſt, 
“ t0- baniſh and drive away all erroneous and 
OS RT * | 


* 1 * 


= '& 56 1 
« range done, contrary to God's word ; 
40 2dly, to frame and faſhion. yourſelves and 
Four families according to the doctrine of 
„ Chriſt, and to make both yourſelves and 
„ them, as much as in you lieth, wholeſome 
examples and patterns to the flock of Chriſt ; 
„ and, zdly, reverently to obey your ordinary 
and other chief miniſters, unto whom is , 
Fe committed the charge and government over 


22 
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Wich EP to the firſt, it is impoſe to 0 
* a love for the truth that ic in Chrift Feſus, | 
and not feel an ardent defire and anxiety to 
bring others to the knowledge of it. Convinced | 
of its importance to ourſelves, and of the danger 
of thoſe who fall into error and deception, on 
the great fundamental articles it inculcates, it is 
of the very eſſence of its charitable ſpirit, clint 
we ſhould be defirous of leading them into thoſe 
paths, where we may all meet in ; the unity of 
that ſpirit, in the bond of peace, and in righ- 1 
teouſneſs of life.” But the ſpirit of the world 
is ſo apt to mix itſelf with the ſpirit of the A 
goſpel e are ſo liable to miſtake the impulſes ä 
of our own temper, diſpoſitions, and prejudices, = = 
for the demands of duty, and the calls of true 
real, that it requires the utmoſt caution and 
_ A fs to + our r good intentions 
„„ DAY . from 


+ T. 57 F 
FE from beds us into error on dis important - 83 
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This is true in all caſes; ; buds Ge: circum- 
ſtances peculiar to this country, we, of all our 
| brethren, ſtand moſt in need of ſome determined 
and prudent rule, to guide us in our diſcharge 
of this part of our vows, and in whatever elſe" 
is connected with our intercourſe with thoſe 
| that are from without, and who diſſent from 
our church. There is, indeed, one point on 
which there can be no doubt or difficulty. If, 
from a neglect of duty, or the ſcandal of our 
© lives, depriving us of the confidence, the reſpect, 
and the affection of our flock; if, by abandon- 
ing them in- their illneſs,” or, when reluctantly 
ſubmitting to the formality of viſiting them, by 
_ "ur diſappointing (from a want of due prepara-' 
tion to diſcharge ſuch a duty) the anxiety with 
which they call on us for (| piritual aſſiſtance 
and ſupport ; if, by their looking to us, in vain, © 
for thoſe rites which are © the badges, the 
union, and the ſupport of chriſtians ;” if, by 
having ſuffered their dead to depart life, with - 
out any comfort of ſacrament, and their remains 
to be depoſited, without any decency of chriſtian b 
burial; if, by the difficulty of getting baptiſm _ 
for their infants, and the negle& of all public 
or aaa inſtructions to thei children; if by 
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"theſe, or 8 6 or aroilſiqne,” | 

2 parochial miniſters, we ſuffer one of the leaſt | 

© uf Chriſt's brethren to be perverted from the 

x purity of. his faith, and to be deceived into error 

in doctrine, or ſuperſtition in worſhip, heavy 
muſt the guilt lie upon our fouls. The victim 

of our negligence may. plead, before the throne 

© of mercy, the ſincerity of his intentions, and the 

© Gamplicity of his heart; but, either there is no 

© truth in the goſpel, or God will in his * ä 
* „ a Tt 4 
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Making connetts.. is a 1 of another 5 na- 
1 As it is generally managed, it is a buſtle 
3 & A hy vanity or ſelf intereſt, to encreaſe, by 
every artifice, and by every method however 
unlawful, or unbecoming, the number of diſ- 
FQ ples, without any endeavours to better their 
morala-It is to proſelyte, and not to reform. 
This belongs not to the temper of our church. 
We have not ſo learned the truth that is in 
| Chriſt Jeſus. Our wiſh is, that all who hear 
us, may be altogether. ſuch as we are, and our 
obligation is to enlighten and inſtruct, all who 
will hear us: But we exerciſe no tyranny over 
any man's judgment, any man's conſcience: 
Me make no monopoly of the blood and merits 
bod Cheſt | nor contract thoſe arms that were 
the redemption of the human race: 


A 


2 : 1 — 17 


. bl 
2 we as not {uh ſeat clots ! in 6 ] 


throne of God, nor preſeribe to the divine! 
juſtice, whom it ſhall exclude from divine 


mercy. A ſpirit of univerſal. charity, a ſpirit of 
univerfal toleration towards ſuch as profeſs the 
faith and doctrine of Chirift, is the genuine 


ſpirit of the reformation. If amongſt us, from 


the preſſure of civil and political confiderations, ' 
and from different parties being, once, diſtin- 


guithed by a difference in religion, the interfe- 
rence of the laws ſeemed for a time to offer 
violence to that ſpirit, the preſſure was no ſooner 
removed, and the ſeverities eſſential to the ſafety 
of the family on the throne, and to the preſerva- 


; tion of our conſtitution, app zeared to have be- 
come unneceſſary, than the mild and forbearing 


genius of Proteſtantiſm regained its aſcendancy. 


The codes of pains and penalties, for which it 


was, falſely, made reſponſible by its enemies, 
was removed. Its influence operated, uncon- 
trouled, on our public councils; and the foun- 
dations of the public peace were laid in the 


promiſe and proſpect of that general charity and 


benevolence, which ought to be the RIA 5 


of ah, who'call themſelves ee 


Such 3 is the spirit, by Which we are to f 
d ſuch are the examples, we ſhall ever 
i BY to all, who profeſs to be the: miniſters of. 
3 | the 
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3 the goſpel. Never ſhall: it be fad ef us, „ t 
2 we: outrage the ſpirit of chr iſtian charity, by * 


controverſial broils, or proſelyting vehemence. 7 


The only conteſt, in which we- ſhall engage, is 
a conteſt of zeal in oppoſing the torrent of irre- 
ligion and impiety that is breaking in upon the 


F whole chriſtian world; in reclaiming the diffe- 


rent orders and claſſes of men, from the vices 
which are drawing dowyn the judgments of God 
upon us all; in promoting, among the higher 
ranks, more reſpect and attention to the religion 


of Chriſt, to which they are to look for their 


| ſafety ;. and among the lower, the habits of 
ſobriety, temperance, induſtry, and contented- 
neſs, inculcated by that goſpel, to which they 
are to look for their happineſs. Should 5 
meet with no returns of Überality, (which i in 
general, we ſhould. hope, is not to be appre- 5 
hended), ſhould others decline all co-operation 


and communion of exertions in the general 


cauſe, to which we invite them, ſtill let us not 


755 grow e or faint m our work of love. Still 


walking in the meekneſs of Chriſt, let the arms 
of our warfare be only ſuch as he has ons 
i for us, and let us leave the event to him. = 
"os By an n of. life, worthy: of our 
| Dies; by an unremitting application to the 
Y tet of our profeſion'; ; ol ins every office 
91 of 
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of charity and Mes lende e to our 


abilities, to every denomination of: chriſtians, 


while our miniſterial labours are particularly 
directed to the improvement of the morals, and 


the confirmation of the faith among thoſe of 


our own communion; by theſe and ſuchlikke 


acts we ſhall, moſt aſſuredly, gain, by degrees, 
on the univerſal eſtimation: We ſhall, by de- 
grees, remove every prejudice and confute every 
calumny, that may be raiſed againſt us: We 
ſhall force thoſe who have been embittered 
* againſt | our church, by artful. infinuations; to 
think better of it. They will ſee that it is im- 
poſſible, that a church, in whoſe miniſters they 
diſcover ſo much of the genuine ſpirit of chriſ- 


- tianity, in conduct and practice, can be falſe in 


its doctrines, or damnable in its communion. 


They will be more ready to conſider the grounds, 


on which they are directed to ſhun all commu- 


nication or intercourſe with it. They will de 
8 invited to lock into ĩts texture and frame with- 
out prejudice, and to weigh its pretenſions sto a 


purer form of faith, and a more perfect con- 


::formity with the primitive doctrines of the 
* chriſtian church, without that ſuperſtitious 


dread, which has been ſo long artfully infuſed 
into them, as if it were an un e crime 
n to 7 — examine it. of 5 1 1 
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3 8 {remark to you; or what an effectual mode 
? it muſt prove of obſerving the vow, and fulfil- 
Hag the engagement which we are now conſi- 


1 idering: We have every thing to hope from 


IT -mtiprejudiced inveſtigation, and fair, rational 
enquiry. Like him in the poct, whom the 
- hoſtile gods of his enemies had enveloped in 
night and darkneſs, all we have to aſk is that 
light and day may be reſtored; to ſecure the 
4 Ins what we e account that _ ex, * 


5 - LY * 44 . - EX] *: * 4 6 2 
6 - * 2 * 
. 1 _ 1 * . » q a 4% 
+» 3 Tx 5M 
- - 8 82 5 5 F 5 - IN L 2 15 8 F — = 
* 8 ft - < i * — * 1 


5 - , > - 
, . 4 be * » 
7 4 22 « POE 08 7 — * * * 2 # wo} i 4 5 L „ = 8 7 2 


| een remaining x vow we are to e | 
ee hich bound ourſelves 'to.** make 

«ourſelves and families, as much as in us lies, 2 
*<:wholeſome-examples and patterns to the flock 


Eo "of Chiit%Theabole tenorof what Fhave 


_ > obeenylaying before you, will apply:to:;that part 
_ of ahisvow, which regards ourſelves. We are 
' <£accountable:in/a manner, that others are not 
© accountable. '-It:is: not negative virtues alone, 
and an ption from groſs and ſcandalous 
ins, that our: profeſſion requires. The Lard 
: vil be ſancrißed in them «that come near. bim. 
_ »Whatunight.not deſerve ceaſure i in others, may 
be highly culpable in us; and we are as puniſh- 
A * — as n are Hom actual 3 


->Whata-point b L need 


e may be ſaid to be c 

beautiful parable of our Saviour, . Ve are the 

falt of the earth, but if the falt have loſt its 

*. favour, wherewith ſhall it be ſalted? It is 

* thenceforth good for nothing but to be cat 

an out, and to be trodden under foot of men.''— 

This is our puniſhment, even from the world. 

| , that every thing about 
us ſhould bear the ſtamp and impreſſion of out 

miniſtry, and that its ſpirit ſhould breathe in 

ae act of our lives; and when that ſtamp is 


non to Polit © .  requiltes, that are 
| „** 


1 1 


n l is in our miniſtry a vivifying eee : 
producing life, and vigour,” and fruitfulneſs in 
Chriſt's vineyard, which, if we do not paſſeſa, 


dead in it. This is. the 


Even the world expe. 


aced, and that ſpirit extinguiſhed, all reve- 
N de, all refpe&, all confidence is withdrawn. 


We no longer poſſeſs or credit, or eſteem, or 
inflaence. Mt have t aur ſuvour; and are 
rtrodllen under foot f men. Our inſtructions are 
diſregarded, our churches abandoned, 

; —_— our claims reſiſted nd our whole 


ah oiphts 


' r led und e run en e — 


l eee 4 ht . 
85 e N Feu aliye amongſt us a 
a eſpirit of profeſſion, muſt be —_— our cant 5 
re 5 Tn ll the other liberal p d 
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ially 1 ec EC Eich ii They love | 
aiſhed and marked, as - peculiarly 


q * ; belonging to eee There is a habit, a man- 
ner, a ſtyle of converſation, which they think 


it incumbent on them to incorporate with the 
ordinary poliſh of a gentleman, and to adopt 


and communicate to each other. Whence 
comes it that there are ſuch different impreſ- 


ions on this ſubject among ſo many of our bre- 
thren? Why ſhould there be found in the moſt 


- -uſefal; and, when. properly filled, the moſt dig- 


nified ar all the profeſſions, N member 8, who, 


| inſtead-of glorying in poſſeſfing the ſpirit. of 


their profeſſion, place a prepoſterous pride in 
being ſuppoſed not to poſſeſs it? Who make 


5 it their ſtudy to retain as little as poſſible. of 
5 either the dreſs, or the manner, or the ſtyle of 
converſation, that might ſhew them to be eler- 


_ Who, as if they thought it a ſhame 
: own in their own characters, approach, 


15 in their exterior, as near to the appearance of 
perſons engaged in thoſe walks of life, which 


| they evidently ſhew that they. envy, AS may give ; 
them a chance of being confounded with them; 
and exhibit ſuch motley characters in our ſtreets 
and: public places, half lay, half clerical, as 


afford laughter to the ſcorners, and create pity 
E Not" _ _ 
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. th. 9 to Tow > SS of our families, 


5 1 our care over them, it is required by the, 
apoſtle St. Paul, that a biſhop ſhould be one 


that ruleth avell his owp houſe, having his children, 
in Subjedtion with all gravity ; and he adds the 
reaſon » for if a man know. not how. 70 rule git 


own houſe, how can he take. care of the church of 


God? 23 Here we have the groundwork of our 


"2 ordination vow... It. ſuppoſes | an orderly. and 
well regulated houſe, open to moderate hoſpi- pa 
POD tality, and to a prudent and decent intercourſe | 
with ſociety, according to our reſpectiye means, 
but without oſtentation, without profuſion, 
without extravagance, or the groſs exceſſes of 
_ vulgar intemperance. It ſuppoſes a ſtrict atten, 15 
| bs to the conduct and morals of our ſervants 
and dependants, and to the ſuperior education 
of our children, fo as that they may be patterns 
of decency, propriety, modeſty, and chriſtian 
reſerye—lt ſuppoſes family inſtruction, : and | 
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| The lat remaining vow to \ be confideyed, i is 4. 
28 that of obedience to thoſe « to whom is com- 


E „ « * mitted | 


„„ Th 65 5 = Ws 3 
L ples are =. theſe, miniſhers to. their. N 0 qe : 
will they account. for theiriordination vow ? 1860 
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=. mitted the charge and government « over us. 
Di all were inffuenced by the genuine ſpirit of 

bur profeſſion; if none entered into the miniſ- 
hs try, from motives inconſiſtent with its dignity, 


: f the miniſtry, and altogether 1 un qualifled to 


1 


ts ſandy, its objects; FF" worldly: : confidera- : 


i= -  flons and Views of intereſt never predominated | 
da Tenftof duty, : and we always thought leſs 
56 f what we \ were to gain by the benefice, than 
88 Bow we were 10 diſcharge ihe obligations, which 
: . eſſent tially Tuppotes, it 'weuld be ungeeeffüry 


Nel much on this particular vow. We 


| © Houle not? "Bave much to dread, in callin wg our- | 


elves to Af A ceount, for the manner. of di harg- 


5 ing it. But in Tuch large bodies of men, it is 
ndr to be &xp ted, that, eyen with more pains | 


#7 IL 


than are now taken to exclude them, ſome indi- 


W 


yiduals, totally unacquainted With the temper 


— — a — 


: ſibmit to its reſtraints; ſhould. not break i in 
upon us. Even in the eatlieſt © ages, When, as 


Fer, "che believers formed but a fmall comms 


7 ally. = were alk apoftles, and falſe teacher 


this world, WhO breached Chriſt 115 | 

cer N 9 out of bontontiont; 3 and 1 in op poſition 
thoſe whoin he had veſted with his authority. 
Tt is, therefore, no imputation againſt us, my 
ereſpeclable brethren, if ſuch ſhould be 60a 
fionally found amonę us. The p T . 


of i inexperience, and- the tg a 
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pancy, \ which 32 wont 1 a 8 of the © 
world, and: what is due- to particular ſituations, 
- oa do apt to produce, (eſpecially under the in- 
fluence of that levelling ſpirit, which infeſts 
every profeſſion, more or leſs, in the preſent 
age, but which, as it is. the moſt oppoſite to 
ours, ſo have we moſt reaſon to dread it, and 
. 3a baniſh it from the world) muſt be ſome- 
times apprehended, particularly in thoſe, Who, | 
from their ſtanding, know - not the diſcipline ny 
of othen days. But age, the repoſitory of 
wiſdom, and a ripeneſs of thought, and a 
fulneſs of information, that oftentimes wait 
not for fulneſs of years, / and an adequate 
knowledge of our reſpective duties, which an 
acquaintance with the canons and regulations 
of the church, and growing experience in the 
miniſtry, will not fail to ſupply, will readily 
and cheerfully bend to that juriſdiction, in the 
vigour and 88 0 of which, ol are an 
5 85 intereſted. | 


* 


2 90 i - . 


Eg 3 . is to altos: of. Wi defetiption aud 
. eve. that wou d exhort thoſe perſons to 
apply for advice and. inſtruction, whoſe con- 
_ ſciences may accuſe them, not only of havidg : 
Vviolated the vow, which I am calling to their 
Tegoll ion, but alſo of having broken the 
8 Is and poſitive cath, ed which 
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x 6 1 HERE 
"Soy: bande; borind themſelves, on their inſti- 


8 ation to their reſpective benefices. The ſug- 


| ns of men, not. intereſted | in the cha- 
racter of their. profeſſion,” nor acquainted with 
its ſpirit” or obligations; the ſubterfuges and 
'evaſions, which men, living by litigiouſneſs, 


may ſuggeſt to them, will be of little avail to 


"4 


:efface the irrevocable oaths and vows, that are 
on record againſt them. They will prove but 
poor ſalves to the wounded and gangrened con- 5 


ience, when they either call themſelves to an 
account, as 1 this day recommend to them, be- 
fore contrition come too late for amendment, or 
ag they ftand their final audit, before the 
*ttibunal of © Chriſt, when there is no longer 
room for repentance, and when he, who f fovears 


Rp to oral ou” muſt: TO m doom.” Me 


1 


11 1 hotwexhianfted; 1 EY your patience; as 


| 1 have, nearly, my own ſtrength but, when 
Jou reflect on the importance of the ſubject, 


on the importance of the moment, on the ſtake . 


we all have in the reſult of the enquiry, which 
FE have inſtituted, and recommended to you, and. 


a 


bat the | ſame time, reflect, that twelve months, 


| ( poſſibly an eventful period) muſt pafs, before 
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1 ſhall now Pen by recurring to the 


be 3 with which I ſet out, and endea- 
vouring to renew the impreſſions, 1 which I firſt 
wiſhed to fix in your mind. That the Judg- 


ments of the Lord are viſibly abroad; that a 


revolution more general and deſtructive ire 


has ever yet changed the face of things, is 
a progreſs of being accompliſhed koi 


: the world; that after having deſolated the 
faireſt provinces of the Continent, it threatens 


to paſs the boundaries, within which, Provi- 


| dence has hitherto permitted us to find our 
ſafety and protection, and to viſit theſe iſlands 
in plundering, and maffacreing, and the ſubvert- 
ing of all eſtabliſhed orders; that, in the very 


heart of our country, and, perhaps, at every 
one of our doors, the ſavage authors of this 


71 revolution are certain to find friends and abet- 
tors, fitted for their worſt purpoſes ſuch are 


the reflections, and ſuch the forebodings of 


many, whoſe minds are leaſt tempered to fear 5 
or deſpondency. Should their judgments of the 
figns of the times, and the ſeaſons, be well-found- 
ed, is there a doubt where the ſtorm will diſ- 
charge its firſt fury! ? Is there a doubt, but that 
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s there a doubt but that, to make way for the 
Introduction of. the miſſionaries of philoſophy, | 


the miniſters of the goſpel muſt be firſt cut off? 


or, that the property, which the piety and be⸗ 
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T py pagation and maintenance of the chriſtian 
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= them obite i in the blood of 4 the Lamb ? May theſe 
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the midſt of the. con gregation, with the Zeal and | 

A carneſtneſs of Aaron, and Be holding the plague 

2 already begun among "the People, ſtand between 
the dead and the  Froing, and, at leaſt, - ave bim- 

el, and thoſe *20b0 will. bear him 0 "May the 

_ thoughtlels, the inconſiderate, and the neg li- 
gent (the only other deſcription that I can even 

|  fuppole to be amongſt us) enter, at length, ſe⸗ 

rioully, and a a s for their ves, , into a comparative 

examination, 
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| examination of their conduc: Po their en- 8 
| gagements; 3 of what they owed to their pro- | 
feſſion, and what they have hitherto done for 
it! May they receive the exhortations they have 
— — from me this day, as from one who 7s 
Jealous over them with a' godly jealouſy, but who 
_ diſchims all perſonal alluſion who diſclaims all 
particular applications, except to himſelf, and 
for the part in the general pictures, he has 
drawn, i in which his conſcience may point out 
to him his own reſemblance ! So may they di- 
veſt themſelves of every impreſſion, foreign to 
the only object, which I have had in view; and 
entering with me, and their brethren, on the 
great work that is now ſo peculiarly incumbent 
on us all, depart from this place, with a 
' thorough feeling of what they owe to them 
ſelves, to their miniſtry, to the ſouls committed 
to their charge, and 70 the e 3 Us 
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with plainneſs of fbeech, and an over-flowing 
heart, I have laboured to put you all im remem 
Brance, and to fir up, in myſelf and you, he 

gift of God, which was given us by the putting on 
of hands. With what effect I may have la- 
by boured, I muſt leave to the operation of his 
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